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Tlie  following  stories  about  our  ancestors  are  tlie 
result  of  niamj  ijears  of  researcli  and  patient  work. 

It  is  lioped  tbat  tlierj  will  be  appreciated  as  suck 
and  tlieij  will  be  read  witk  interest  and  treasured  as  tke 
best  efforts  of  tlie  author  and  compiler. 

Marij  F.  (Magers)  DeVault. 


Kendall  ville,  Indiana 
February  8,  1 939 


THE  MAGERS-LOGSDON  FAMILIES  IN  AMERICA 


Less  tlian  two  centuries  ago,  tlie  hills  and  valleys 
of  western  Maryland  were  covered  with  primeval  forests, 
through  which  roamed  wild  Leasts  and  in  which  the 
Indian  made  his  home.  The  beautiful  and  now  historic 
Potomac  River  flowed  on  its  way  to  the  sea  undisturbed, 
save  by  the  Indian’s  dugout  canoe.  The  few  white  set¬ 
tlements  were  made  near  the  river  and  what  is  now 
Allaganey  County,  was  beyond  the  frontier.  A  half 
century  later,  civilization  had  crept  this  far  west.  In  order 
to  protect  the  few  white  settlers  and  to  establish  a  mili¬ 
tary  post,  Jif  log  fort  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  Wills 
creek  in  1754.  It  was  called  Fort  Cumberland  in  honor 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  for  Maryland  was  then  one 
of  the  thirteen  colonies. 

There  is  a  family  tradition  that  our  ancestors  came 
to  America  wi  tli  Lord  Baltimore,  seeking  religious  free¬ 
dom  in  1 634.  This  has  not  been  proven  but  many  histories 
make  this  statement  and  we  may  give  it  some  credence. 

Of  the  three  hundred  passengers  on  the  ships  the 
“Ark”  and  the  “Dove”,  from  England,  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land,  only  twenty  were  men  of  wealth  and  influence, 
while  the  rest  were,  laborers  and  men  of  small  means  who 
paid  tlieir  passage  by  working  for  the  landed  proprietors 
after  their  arrival  in  America.  ~  I  feel  sure  that,  if  the 
tradition  is  true,  our  ancestors  were  among  the  lat&r  class. 
Anyway  I  like  to  think  of  them  as  having  attended  that 
first  Mass  on  American  soil  read  by  Fr.  Joseph  White, 
the  historian  of  the  expedition.  An  Indian  Chief  had 
given  him  permission  to  use  his  wigwam  in  the  wilderness 
as  a  cliapel  in  which  to  give  thanks  for  their  safe  arrival. 
In  traveling  from  place  to  place  in  search  for  new  homes. 
I  have  found  many  of  the  families  in  the  same  pilgrimage 


and  in  consequence  nianij  sons  and  daughters  of  one 
family  married  sons  and  daughters  of  another  of  these 
pilgrim  families.  They  intermarried  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  is  like  hunting, the  proverbial  Aieedle  in  haystack’ ’ 
to  trace  any  particular  line. 

Back  in  the  days  of  the  French  and  Indian  Wars, 
we  find  recorded  the  first  Catholic  settler  in  Allegauey 
County,  Md.  John  Matt  ingly,  a  member  of  one  of  these 
closely  allied  families.  Another  member  of  these  families  was 
John  Arnold,  whose  will  was  recorded  in  1761  and  his 
death  was  the  first  recorded  in  the  Cumberland  district. 

The  first  record,  I  have  found  of  the  Logsdons, 
is  that  of  five  brothers  who  came  to  America  at  least  one 
generation  prior  to  1799  and  settled  for  a  time  at  Leo- 
nardstown,  Md.  Later  they  moved  to  other  parts  of  the 
state.  Benedict  and  Lawrence  went  to  Baltimore  and 
John,  Raphael  and  David  went  to  Mt.  Savage. 

The  earliest  reference  that  I  find  of  the  Magers  (Ma¬ 
jors)  is  in  Harford  Co  Md.  This  reference  is  to  the  effect 
that  uNathaji  Mage  rs  came  frcm  Harford  Co.  at  a  very 
early  period  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Alleganey 
Co.”  I  am  assuming  that  this  Nathan  was  the  son  of  Peter 
Magers,  Sr.,  who  had  lived  in  Harford  Co.  bef  ore  going 
to  Alleganey  Co. 

Then  we  find  the  will  of  Peter  Magers,  Sr.  probated 
in  Frederick  Co.  Mar.  3,  1790,  in  which  are  mentioned 
his  wife,  Ann, +•  the  following  children:  Peter,  Jr.,  Nathan, 
Elias,  John,  Lawrence  and  daughter  Mariah  Henrietta. 

We  find  many  of  these  allied  families  as  pioneers 
in  Frederick  Co  ,  then  after  a  time  they  went  farther  west 
to  Alleganey  Co  and  it  is  here  that  our  story  becomes 
more  tangible  and  we  can  speak  with  more  definite  auth¬ 
ority. 


Raphael  Logsdon  and  Margaret  Arnold,  my^jraud- 
parents  were  married  in  Mt.  Savage  in  1795.  Possibly 
they  were  married  in  Margaret’s  lather’s  tavern,  where 
Mass  was  read  until  1825  when  St.  Ignatius  Church  was 
huilt.  John  Arnold  gave  the  ground  lor  the  church  and 
cemetery  and  many  of  our  lorehears  are  Luried  here. 


Father  Stephen  Bad  in,  the  first  priest  ordained  in 
the  United  States,  (1793)  was  stationed  here  lor  a  lew 
years.  He  made  the  journey  from  Baltimore  to  Kentucky 
on  loot,  and  later  came  to  northern  Indiana  and  with  Fr. 
Soren,  founded  Notre  Dame  University. 

Mt.  Savage  is  a  beautiful  mountain  town  ten  miles 
northwest  of  Cumberland.  From  William’s  History  of 
Alleganey  Co.  I  yuote  the  following:  A  visitor  in  1845 
describes  Mt.  Savage  as  follows:  I  was  astonished  to  find 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  wilderness,  a  scene  which  almost 
realized  the  enchantment  of  an  Eastern  fable.  I  found  my¬ 
self  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  manufacturing  town  of  3,000 
souls.  The  iron  works  are  really  very  stupendous,  the 
fabulous  amoumt  of  $1,009,000  being  invested  and  about 
200  tons  of  iron  being  manufactured  in  one  week  in  this 
little  mountain  hamlet.  The  Mt.  Savage  iron  works  has  the 
distinction  of  rolling  the  first  rails  ma  l^e  in  America.  End 
of  yuote. 

Prior  to  1787  we  find  at  least  one  of  the  Logsdon 
families  migrating  to  Kentucky.  They  were  among  the 
frontier  settlers  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word  and 
were  always  found  a  little  beyond  the  confines  of  civiliz¬ 
ation  This  life  demanded  courage  in  the  highest  degree, 
together  with  an  intrepid  and  resourceful  nature. 

In  Washington’s  diary  for  1784  dated  in  September 
he  speaks  of  stopping  at  the  home  of  Joseph  Logsdon  for 
the  ni  ght,  and  at  Thomas  Logsdons’  on  the  North  Branch 
of  the  Potomac,  where  he  met  a  brother  of  Thomas’  'an  in  tel- 


ligent  man,  wlio  informed  me  tliat  some  years  ago  lie  had 
traveled  to  tlie  Great  Kenawlia,  wliere,  lie  asserted  a 
communication  to  tlie  Western  country  could  tie  made.” 
Leaving  Mr.  Logsdons,  alter  an  early  breakfast,  Wash- 
ington  crossed  tlie  Alleganies  and  arrived  at  Fcrt  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Joseph  Logsdon  acting  as  bis  guide. 

An  oU  liistorij  published  in  1840  gives  an  account 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Logsdon  and  their  son  Joseph,  who 
were  among  the  frontiersmen  who  settled  near  the  Green 
River  in  Kentucky  in  1785.  Joseph,  the  son,  was  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  federal  government  as  an  Indian  Scout  in  this 
territory  and  his  name  is  on  the  original  Roll  and  Muster 
of  Scouts  and  Spies  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Joseph  Logsdon  was  a  member  of  the  Regulators,  a  very 
necessary  organization  following  a  great  war  and  was  kill¬ 
ed  in  a  skirmish  with  the  Indians. 

At  a  very  early  date,  St.  Joseph  s  Seminary  was 
founded  at  Bardstown,  Ku.  near  the  Green  River.  My 
father  attended  this  school  and  lived  with  a  Logsdon 
family  who  were  relatives  of  his. 

That  our  ancestors  were  true  patriots  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
were  members  of  the  Associators  or  Committee  of  Ob¬ 
servation  in  the  middle  district.  ‘  Those  Associators  or  Guards 
were  required  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegience  and  to  be 
men  who  could  be  depended  on  for  sobriety  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  cause.”  Among  the  members  of  this  guard 
we  find  the  names  of  Anthony  Arnold,  William  Logsdon, 
Sr.  Ralph  Logsdon,  tldwin  Logsdon,  John  Logsdon,  Peter 
Magers  and  his  son  Peter,  Elias  Magers,  Moses,  Joseph 
Gabriel  and  Elias  McKensie.  These  men  all  received 
Military  tracts  of  land  in  Alleganey  Co.  Md.  in  1788  for 
their  services. 


Also  among  those  receiving  similiar  tracts  we  find 
the  family  names  of  Durhin,  Mattingly,  Porter  Frost. 
These  names  are  closely  related  to  the  previous  list. 

Our  families  were  all  farmers  at  this  time,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn.  They  all  lived  in  log  cabin s,  each  one  as 
good  as  his  neighbors.  Work  was  done  in  a  primitive 
way.  The  ox  team  was  used,  the  cradle,  the  syckle  and 
the  flail  were  used  to  harvest  the  grain  and  corn  was 
ground  with  mortar  and  pestle.  The  housewife’s  duties 
included  the  making  of  soap,  the  ba  king  of  bread  and 
corn  pone  by  the  wide  open*  fireplace.  Even  the  sugar 
was  home  made  and  stored  in  barrels  in  the  little  lean 
to”.  Thefl^was  scarcely  a  cabin  without  its  spinning  wheel 
and  loom.  The  mother  and  daughters  would  upick”  the 
wool,  card,  spin  and  dye  it,  then  weave  the  cloth  with 
which  they  made  their  mens,  womens  and  childrens  cloth¬ 
ing.  In  later  years  a  traveling  weaver  would  go  from 
cabin  to  cabin  weaving  counterpanes  and  coverlets.  One 
of  these  beautiful  covers  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Miss 
Marrj  Logsdon  of  Mt.  Savage.  It  is  in  six  colors  and  has 
this  legend  woven  in  one  corner:  "Woven  for  Marrj 
Magers  in  1846  by  August  Brailor.”  This  was  the  way 
of  identifying  the  owner  and  the  weaver. 

In  1  8  i  an  interesting  event  took  place  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Nathan  Magers,  Sr  at  Mt.  Savage.  His  daughter 
Miss  Catherine  became  the  bride  of  Meshech  Frost  on 
June  16th. 

The  national  ^Pike”  had  just  been  surveyed  by  the 
government  and  work  had  just  begun  at  Cumberland,  the 
Eastern  terminus.  Meshech  Frost  and  his  bride  journey¬ 
ed  the  18  miles  on  horseback  to  Mt.  Pleasant  and  went 
immediately  to  housekeeping  in  a  double  hewn  log  cabin 
where  they  kept  a  tavern  and  boarded  the  laborers 
the  new  highway. 


on 


Ill  la  ter  years,  tills  tavern  was  known  as  “Highl  and 
Hall”  and  was  tlie  favorite  stopping  place  for  all  travel¬ 
ers  from  the  South  and  Southwest  to  tke  East.  Tke  in¬ 
cessant  crack  of  tke  wkip  and  tke  clatter  of  koofs  and 
wagon  wkeels,  keralded  tke  arrival  of  fortune  kunters 
teamsters,  actresses,  laborers  and  statesmen.  Among  tke 
later  class  were  Henry  Claij,  Col.  Rickard  Joknson  and 
Andrew  Jackson,  wko  made  it  a  point  to  stop  liere  on 
tlieir  way  to  Waskington. 

Wken  Mt.  Pleasant  ckanged  its  name  is  not  certain 
but  from  tke  building  of  tke  National  Highway  and  tke 
establisliment  of  tke  Post  Office,  it  lias  been  called  Frost- 
burg,  now  a  town  of  0,500  people.  In  1912,  Prostburg 
celebrated  its  centennial  on  an  elaborate  scale  Tke  Frost- 
burg  Mining  Journal  published  a  handscme  souvenir 
edition,  discriptive  of  tke  town  and  its  history,  In  part  it 
says:  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mesheck  Frost  built  tlieir  home,  and 
conducted  a  tavern  on  tke  spot  where  St.  Michaels 
Church  now  stands,  directly  on  tke  National  Highway. 
Tlieij  are  laid  to  rest  in  this  church  ijard  and  a  beautiful 
monument  lias  been  erected  to  honor  and  perpetuate  tke 
memonj  of  tke  founders  o  f  Frostburg.”  Tlieir  old  home  is 
still  occupied.  It  is  called  tke  Frost  Mansion,  located  on 
Frost  Avenue  and  lias  every  appearance  of  having  been 
tke  home  of  a  prosperous  and  influential  famihj. 

Tk  ?  pioneer  spirit;  that  prompted  tlieir  ancestors  to 
migrate  to  America  in  tke  17th  century  still  possessed 
these  hardy  families  and  we  find  a  caravan  of  these  allied 
peoples  moving  to  tke  far  west,  “  tke  Ohio  country”  in 

1819. 

Tke  history  of  Knox  County  lias  this  to  say  of  these 
pioneer  liomeseekers,  ‘Tlie  Catholics  were  tlie  religious 
pioneers  of  Union  Twsp.,  Knox  Co.  They  were  composed 


of  families  from  Maryland  wlio  were  descendeuts  of  Lord 
Baltimore’s  Catholic  Colony.” 

Amony  the  many  brides  and  grooms  wbo  made  tliis 
perilous  journey  through  tlie  wilderness  were  my  Grand- 
father,  Nathan  Magers  and  his  bride  Winifred  (Logsdon) 
Magers,  who  were  married  Apiil  11,  1819  in  Mt.  Savage. 
Therj  are  also  the  grandparents  of  mamj  of  the  Magers 
and  McKenzies  here  to-darj,  for  their  families  still  inter¬ 
marry  as  of  old. 

This  caravan  from  over  the  mouutains  in  Maryland 
did  not  travel  in  the  protection  of  covered  wagons.  They 
rode  horseback,  carrying  all  their  earthly  possessions; 
clothing  and  their  house  hold  utensils.  Their  journey  was 
frought  with  dangers  of  every  kind,  attacks  of  wild  ani¬ 
mals  and  Indians  and  no  doubt  many  harrowing  exper¬ 
iences  were  theirs,  if  we  but  knew.  They  traveled  over 
bridle  paths  and  Indian  trails  for  roads  had  not  been  sur¬ 
veyed  so  far  West  as  Central  Ohio.  Upon  their  arrival 
at  this  promised  land  these  related  families  settled  a  few 
miles  west  of  Mt.  Vernon  in  Knox  Co.  They  cleared  the 
land  and  used  the  logs  to  build  their  cabins,  each  man 
helping  his  neighbors.  As  soon  as  their  homes  were  built, 
they  erected  a  small  log  church  in  1822,  the  second 
Catholic  Church  to  be  built  in  Ohio.  These  pioneers 
were  all  farmers  and  located  their  cabins  as  near  each 
other  as  possible  for  convenience  and  protection.  They 
named  the  little  settlement  Danville. 

After  clearing  their  lands  and  planting  and  harvest¬ 
ing  their  crops,  they  planted  a  small  garden  patch  of 
vegetables  and  beautified  it  with  flowers.  That  famous 
benefactor  of  mankind,  u Johnny  Appleseed”  came  into 
this  section  at  an  early  date  and  planted  many  fruit  or¬ 
chards;  apples,  plums  and  peaches.  He  also  warned 


many  settlers  of  Indian  attacks,  on  one  occassion  lie  made 
trip  from  Mansfield  to  Mt.  Vernon  tlie  County^seat 
er  cover  of  niAht  to  secure  lielp  wlien  Indians  treat- 


tlie 

under  cover  of  night  to  secure  lielp  when  Indians  t^eat- 
ened  attack  on  tlie  settlers  He  made  the  thirty  mile  trip 
on  foot,  in  five  hours  and  thus  averted  serious  trouble. 


After  these  pioneers  had  worshipped  ten  rjears  or 
more  in  the  little  log  church  it  became  necessary  to  acc- 
omadate  the  increasing  congregation,  so  a  larger  frame 
church  was  built  in  1831,  bpj  Fr.  Lamey.  who  afterward 
became  Bishop  of  the  Gincinati  Diocese.  Among  the  high¬ 
est  subscribers  of  St.  Lukes  Church  was  mrj  grandfather 
Nathan  Magers,  who  gave  $10.00.  A  few  others  gave  a 
like  amount.  My  grand  parents  lived  all  their  married 
life  in  Knox  Co.  Ohio.  They  died  there  and  are  buried 
in  St.  Lukes  Cemetery.  Their  funeral  sermons  were  pre¬ 
ached  brj  Fr.  Brent,  a  relative  who  was  stationed  here 
from  1831-1874.  In  St.  Lukes,  the  eight  sons  of  Nathan 
and  Winifred  (Logsd  on)  Magers  were  baptised,  from 
Ambrose,  the  eldest,  born  May  18*20  to  nnj  father  Fran¬ 
cis  Marion,  the  youngest  born  Jan.  28.  1838.  One  of  the 
sons,  William,  died  in  infancy.  Grandfather  died  when 
my  father  was  four  years  old,  leaving  Grandmother  to 
raise  her  seven  sons  to  manhood.  She  must  have  been  a 
very  self  relient,  resourceful,  courageous  woman  to  have 
accomplished  this  task  as  successfully  as  she  did.  She 
lived  on  the  same  farm  untill  her  death  in  1863.  Her 
sons  may  have  been  denied  many  the  joys  and  advanta¬ 
ges  of  youth  but  they  were  comfortably  clothed  and  fed, 
and  educated  as  well  as  condition  allowed.  At  the  age 
of  14  my  father  entered  St.  Mary  s  Academy  at  Perrys— 
ville,  Mo.  near  St.  Genieve,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  He  also  spent  one  year  at  St  Joseph  Seminery  at 
Bardstown,  Ky 


Tlie  wandering  spirit  still  possessed  these  families 
and  we  find  some  of  the  Magers  and  tlie  McKenzies  mak- 
ing  tlie  trip  to  tlie  new  country  of  Noble  and  Allen 
Comities  in  Indiana.  They  were  pioneers  in  tliis  section, 
for  tliey  came  in  tlie  1  8D0s. 

Elias  McKenzie  settled  in  Allen  Co.  and  Ambrose 
and  Job n  Magers  in  Noble  Co.  near  Avilla,  Father  came 
from  Knox  Co  in  1855  and  taught  school  in  Noble  Co. 
a  few  years.  Then  returned  to  Knox  Co.,  Ohio  where  he 
taught  in  the  district  school  un  til  his  mother’s  death.  He 
remained  in  Knox  Co.  and  read  medicine  with  Dr.  Casi- 
mir  Bryant  at  Mt.  Vernon.  In  1  864,  he  entered  the 
medical  school  in  Ann  Arbor, Mich.  The  following  year  he 
engaged  in  active  practice  in  Churubusco,  where  for 
over  fifty  years  he  was  eminently  successful  as  a  countjuj 
doctor,  his  practice  extending  throughout  Allen,  Noble 
and  Whitl  ey  Counties.  Father  and  mother  were  married 
at  Academie  near  Ft.  Wayne,  on  Nov.  23  1865,  by  Fr. 
Carrier.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children  all 
living  except  the  eldest  and  the  youngest.  The  eldest  a 
son  Casimir  Bryant  died  suddenly  in  1924  and  the  you- 
ngest  a  daughter,  died  in  1912. 

The  wanderlust  is  still  in  the  blood  which  accounts 
for  all  our  family  going  farther  West  except  one.  My 
sister,  Ursula  who  still  lives  in  the  old  home  in  Chur- 
ubusco,  where  the  family  lived  for  over  sixty  years.  My 
brother  Edmond  is  located  at  present  at  Thayer,  Mo.  and 
F  rank  lives  in  Bismark,  N.  Dak.  Bessie  now  lives  in  Mil¬ 
ford,  Ind.,  and  1  Mary,  live  in  Kendallville,  Ind. 

Father  and  mother  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  at  Ege,  Noble  Co.,  Indiana,  and  are 
buried  in  the  church  cemetery.  Father  died  in  1915  and 
mother  in  1 934.  Thetj  were  revered  and  respected  by 
the  whole  community  in  which  they  had  lived  for  so 


many  years 


Our  forefathers  belonged  to  an  aristocracy,  not  of 
royal  blood  but  of  service.  Tlieir  true  Christian  character, 
aims  and  achievements  are  very  worthy  of  preservation, 
none  the  less. 

“Their  coat  of  arms  are  noble  deeds, 

Their  peerage  is  from  God.” 

Read  at  the  first  annual 
reunion  of  the  Magers-McKenzie 
Families  at  Ft.  Wayne,  July  24, 

1938. 


TO  OUR  PIONEER  MOTHERS. 

They  conquered  the  primeval  wilderness  with  a  fort- 
itude  unparalled  in  the  annals  of  sublime  womanhood, 
lliey  gave  counsel  and  comfort  to  the  sturdy,  heroic  men 
who  became  the  founders  of  our  nation.  They  directed 
their  children  along  the  trail  that  led  to  the  very  summit 
of  useful,  patriotic  citizenship. 

They  braved  the  perils  of  plain  and  forest  of  moun¬ 
tain  and  river,  of  wild  beast  and  lawless  men,  to  build  a 
home  in  the  freedom  of  the  open  spaces  on  the  western 
frontier.  1  hey  had  no  thought  of  direction,  save  that  it 
was  God’s  will  to  guide  their  footsteps  into  a  land  rich 
in  opportunity  for  their  loved  ones. 

They  broke  all  ties  of  ancestry  and  kindred  and  set 
their  faces  fearlessly  into  the  golden  glow  of  the  setting 
sun. 

It  is  to  them  we  give  praise  for  a  patriotism  a  cour¬ 
age  and  a  vision  far  greater  than  our  own. 
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